 “The World on the Turtle’s Back” Lesson Plan

Teacher: 
Rebecca White              





Grade Level: 
English 11   

I. Virginia Standards:  
Reading 11.3 The student will apply knowledge of word origins, derivations, and figurative language to extend 
vocabulary development in authentic texts. 

b) Use context, structure, and connotations to determine meanings of words and phrases. 
d) Identify the meaning of common idioms.
Reading 11.4 The student will read, comprehend, and analyze relationships among American literature, history, and 
culture. 

a) Describe contributions of different cultures to the development of American literature. 
c) Discuss American literature as it reflects traditional and contemporary themes, motifs, universal characters, 
and genres.
k) Generate and respond logically to literal, inferential, evaluative, synthesizing, and critical thinking 
questions before, during, and after reading texts.

II. Prerequisites: Prior knowledge of at least one story or myth about the creation of mankind or the world.
III. Essential Questions:
· What themes and elements reoccur in creation stories across cultures?

· How do myths reveal the ideas or practices that are important to a culture?

· How have myths functioned cross-culturally to explain reality and natural events?
IV. Instructional Objectives: 
· Students will use 2-column notes as an active reading strategy to compare the Iroquois myth “The World on the Turtle’s Back” with stories of creation from other cultures.
· Students will create a mythic storyboard to explain an element of reality or natural event of their choice.

V. Instructional Procedures: 
(Before students enter class, write class agenda on chalkboard.)
1. Writing Warm-Up (10 mins)
Write 6-8 sentences about this picture. What do you think is happening? Does it remind you of something? Who do you think might have painted it? Why?
2. Mini-lesson: Myths & Creation Myths (10 mins)
Students turn to pages 36-37 in Grade 11 Holt McDougal Literature text.
Explain & review: 

· Iroquois – refers to 6 Native American groups (Seneca, Cayuga, Oneida, Onondaga, Mohawk, Tuscarora) who used to war, but merged to fight neighboring Algonquin ~1570-1600.
· Way of life: Iroquois had many aspects of shared culture and similar languages. Lived in longhouses of ~50 people, in villages of ~500 people with a chief. Men: traded, hunted, fished, built long houses. Some supported/attacked early colonists, weakening League power.
· Myth – a traditional story, usually involving supernatural beings or events, that explains human nature or the natural world (e.g. Just-so Stories by British author, Ruyard Kipling- Camel & Hump, Leopard and Spots, Rhino Skin) Students give input about other myths they know or have heard.
· Creation Myth – type of myth that 
· Describes how the universe, earth, life began
· Explains workings of natural world
· Supports and validates social customs and values

· How do we make sense of the world? Other accounts of creation: 
· (scientific) Big Bang

· (Biblical) Adam & Eve- from dust and from rib
· (Qur’an) Adam- from mud 

· (Greek myth) beginning was Chaos, a void, who gave birth to a bunch of gods without a partner [Gaea, the earth; Tartarus, place below earth; Eros, god of love; Night; Erubus…]
· (Korea) a crack in the Chaos separated the earth and sky. A prince of a heavenly world came down to a sandalwood tree on Earth and brought Wind, Rain, & Clouds, a bear and a tiger. The bear becomes woman and gives birth to Tangun [first man] with the heavenly prince.
· (Chinese Taoist ~200 CE) Pangu was born in an egg in space, the top shell became sky, bottom became earth. When Pangu died, his arms and legs became continents.
3. Model 2-Column Notes Active Reading Strategy (5 mins)

a) Ask students to take out a sheet of paper and draw a line down the middle (model on the board). 

b) Explain that we’ll be thinking of comparisons to other stories of creation, while reading.

Read the first paragraph “The World on the Turtle’s Back” (p 38-44) aloud.
c) Model:

	details from “The World on the Turtle’s Back”
1.  p38 (1) “in the beginning there was… no land… only 

ocean.”

2. p38 (6) “in the Sky-World… lived gods”

	similarities to another account of creation____

Egyptian creation myth is similar- there was only water in the beginning

Greek myth is similar – gods lived in castle in the clouds above Mount Olympus


4. Independent Reading “The World on the Turtle’s Back” & 2-Column Notes Active Reading (20 mins)

· Students read on their own, continuing to note at least FOUR similarities between “The World on the Turtle’s Back” and other stories of creation.
· While students are reading and making at least FOUR notes, I’ll walk around the room and ask several students to share their notes during whole-class discussion.

5. Whole-Class Discussion (10 mins)
Students volunteer, or are called on to share their own notes about similarities between the text and other myths. I’ll share additional notes that I’ve found (see attached scan of my own 2-column notes on “The World on the Turtle’s Back”)
6. Independent Writing Activity for Comprehension Assessment (10 mins)
· Students independently write complete sentences to answer Comprehension Questions p45, 1-3

· After ~6 mins (whenever I see most pencils down and eyes up) Review answers to comp. questions p45, 1-3 as whole-class. 

7. Think-Pair-Share p.45 #5 (3-5 mins)
Ask students “Summarize the differences between the right-handed and the left-handed twin. Why do you think that the Iroquois honor both twins? What elements of human nature are explained by this?” Pause. Ask them to turn to a neighbor and share their thoughts about and answers for the question. Students share answers as groups within whole class.

8. Quick-Write p.45 #6 (3-5 mins)
Ask students “review the notes that you created while reading. From this myth, what have you learned about the Iroquois’:

· attitude toward nature?
· view of the gods?

· important food, games, and rituals?

· Beliefs about good and evil?”

Pause, then ask students to write their answers below questions 1-3 and pass papers forward.
9. Create Mythic Storyboard Activity (20 mins)
Students use handout to create their own myths which explain a natural event or reality of their choice.
10. Closure: Collect Mythic Storyboard Activity and advise students to finish for homework, if necessary.
Homework: Finish Mythic Storyboard Activity
VI. Materials and Equipment: 

· Lap top, projector, smartboard to display Warm-Up Prompt and presentation

· “The World on the Turtle’s Back” (p 38-44 in Literature Grade 11, Holt McDougal )
· Mythic Storyboard Activity Handout
VII. Assessments:
· Informal assessment of student understanding of active reading strategies by observation of 2-Column Notes during independent reading of “The World on the Turtle’s Back”
· Informal assessment of student understanding of content during whole-class discussion of similarities between this Iroquois creation myth and other stories of creation.
· Informal assessment of student understanding of content during Think-Pair-Share and whole-class discussion of p45 #5

· Formal assessment of students’ active reading skills in the 2-column notes and understanding of content in their written answers to questions p45 #1-3, 6 from “The World on the Turtle’s Back” in the textbook: Literature Grade 11, Holt McDougal.
· Formal assessment of student understanding of common elements in myths and the function of myths to explain natural events or realty, using the Mythic Storyboard Activity.
VIII. Differentiation: 
· The Bell 1 English 11 class, which has 6 students who have IEPs for SLDs, will have the support of three teachers: myself, the special education teacher, and the primary teaching faculty. Teacher-modeling of 2-column notes will scaffold the skill in advance and whole-class review of notes comparing the text to other creation myths will help to build reading comprehension for all students. The lesson is centered around practicing the active reading strategy of 2-column notes, which will support critical analysis of this, and future, texts. In question #6 on page 45, the text asks students to draw conclusions about what is important in Iroquois culture, based on the elements that are described in the myth. Students will have this opportunity to deeply consider, reflect, and comment on the elements of the story and what it shows about Iroquois culture. As a culminating creative synthesis and alternative assessment, students will draw from this and their recent learning about Native American myths to create their own myths an extended Mythic Storyboard Activity. The Bell 4 Honors English 11 class, which has several extraordinarily capable students, will have the opportunity to exercise extended application and creativity during this activity. All student will revisit this storyboard with the option of filling it out into a full creative writing piece, because it will become an element of their writing portfolios for the fourth quarter writing workshop. 
IX. Technology:  Students will view the Warm-Up Prompt projected onto smart screen.
X. Self-Assessment: Students’ two-column notes, answers to question #6, and Mythic Storyboard Activity will evidence student accomplishment of the learning objectives. I’ll write in my journal about my experiences and ideas during and after teaching the lesson.
Rubric for 2-column notes:
Students noted 1 similarity between “The World on the Turtle’s Back” and other story of creation: 25 pts

Students noted 2 similarities between “The World on the Turtle’s Back” and other stories of creation: 50 pts

Students noted 3 similarities between “The World on the Turtle’s Back” and other stories of creation: 75 pts

Students noted 4 similarities between “The World on the Turtle’s Back” and other stories of creation: 100 pts

Rubric for p.45 #6

Answers contain at least 1 of the following conclusions – 25 pts

Answers contain at least 2 of the following conclusions – 50 pts

Answers contain at least 3 of the following conclusions – 75 pts

Answers contain at least 4 of the following conclusions – 100 pts

Acceptable conclusions should contain the following ideas: The Iroquois respect nature. They see animals as worthy of admiration; they respect the balance of nature. The Iroquois believe the world was created by a higher power; they speak about their gods with reverence. Corn, beans, and squash are essential to the Iroquois; lacrosse is a key game and competition is important; the Iroquois perform ceremonies to get ready for the New Year. The Iroquois believe that no one and no thing is all good or all bad, but good and evil together create a balanced world. 
Rubric for Mythic Storyboard Activity
Student identifies at least 1 natural event or reality to explain with myth 
- 20 pts

Student describes how it was (20), how it came to be (20), how it is (20)
- 60 pts

Student myth demonstrates creative thinking and originality


- 20 pts

Image for Warm-Up: Sky Woman (1936), Ernest Smith.
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My own modeled 2-column notes for “The World on the Turtles Back,” to use during whole-class discussion,
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Create a Mythic Storyboard
Choose one of the following (or one of your own!) realities to explain with your myth. Write and illustrate a story board with at least 3 parts. Explain why:

· day & night

· sunset

· leaves change 

· sky is blue

· grass is green

· volcanos erupt

· thunder

· lightning

· birds fly

· fish swim

· bees sting

· moon changes

· snow

· rain

· tide

· people die & are born

· hurricanes

· many language

1. The way it was:

 

2. The way it came to be:

3. The way it is:


